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SOCIOLOGIST, AUTHOR ALAN WOLFE TO SPEAK ABOUT 'MORAL FREEDOM'
DURING UD DISTINGUISHED SPEAKERS SERIES SPEECH
DAYTON, Ohio- Middle-class Americans believe in moral values of right and wrong
but tend to apply the standards to their own conduct and remain relatively nonjudgmental
about others.
That's what Alan Wolfe, university professor and professor of political science and
sociology at Boston University, says in his 1998 book, One Nation , After All, recently released in
paperback.
His next book will look at "the ways in which Americans of all walks of life deal with
the unprecedented amount of moral freedom they have," he says.
Wolfe will speak about moral freedom in a speech at 8 p.m. on Thursday, March 25, in
the Kennedy Union Ballroom at the University of Dayton. Admission to the speech is free and
open to the public. Wolfe will be the last speaker of the 1998-99 Distinguished Speaker Series.
"For 200 years we have been arguing about economic freedom, a debate that recently
more or less ended with the collapse of socialism. But we have just begun a new set of
arguments about moral freedom," he says.
According to Wolfe, conservatives look at the collapse of social institutions such as the
church and the family as a reflection that Americans have become too selfish. Wolfe says "the
failure to convict President Clinton suggests to them (conservatives) that the American people
fail to take morality seriously.
"But perhaps Americans are as moral as ever, just determined to take their moral
instructions from themselves rather than traditional sources of moral authority," he says.
His next book will incorporate surveys of Americans from eight towns, including
Oakwood, Ohio, to look at how Americans think about such "classic moral virtues as loyalty,
honesty,
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and self-discipline," he says. The book is scheduled to be published in two

years by Norton Publishing, according to Wolfe.
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While he is on campus, Wolfe will also be the keynote speaker for the Midwest Student
Sociology Conference at 7:30p.m. on Friday, March 26, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom. The
topic of this speech, also free and open to the public, will be the importance of sociology. About
100 undergraduate students and professors of sociology will be on campus March 26-27 for the
conference.
Wolfe, who has written several books on the topic of the middle class including,
Marginalized in the Middle, is a consulting editor for The New Republic and The Wilson Quarterly.

He has also written for Commonweal, the New York Times, Harper's and the Washington Post.
Wolfe served as an adviser for President Clinton's 1995 State of the Union address and
consulted with Vice President Gore about Wolfe's book One Nation . After All.
-30For media interviews, call Alan Wolfe at (617) 353-1123 or e-mail wolfe@bu.edu. For more
information, call Steve Dandaneau at (937) 229-3695. For information about the Distinguished
Speaker Series, call Kathy Duell at (937) 229-4114.

